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G T¢ewv Kupltan, Apxiteéktova®, janekyritsi@gmail.com

To akpwtplo Bévi npiv and exatoppdpla xpdvia Atav o BuBds evos ngalotelakou
Kpatpa otov NuBpéva tns Banaooas. Ekel oxnuatiotnke to payyavio, éva paAako
T1e@PS pETanno ta kpdpata Tou ono{ou XpnaoLonoLoUvTal 0Ty KATaoKeUn oKANPWV
Kat avBektikwv edwv xdAupa. To 1871, to evblapépov yia To PetdnAgupa 0dnynoe
o€ 6lepelivnon Tns NepLoxns atnv oroia £xouv enions BpeBel anoABwpata
BnAaotikwv nou €¢noav nptv and 3,5 - 2 ekat. xpdvia, ONws VAvol ENEPAVTES.

O eE0pUKTIKES epyaaies Tou payyaviouxou petadfedpatos dnpoupynoav pia
Tepdotia Aekdvn Kovtd otnv Akpn tou KaBou, pe BdBos 40u. kat dtdpetpo 10004,
MEPLTPLYUPLOHEVN aMd KATAKOPUPA KOMPEVOUS BRAXOUS e OPLLOVTLES, éviova
HOUPES Kal KOKKIVES, OTPWHATWOELS. LTS NOPUPES TNS XAoKouv NAnBos atdpla
yanapwy. Ot otoés, elvat anfés anpayyes Péoa oto Bpaxo xwp(s xvn unootiplens.
MoAAEs and autés eixav epeuvnTikd okoMd Kat OXL EE0PUKTLKG, BMws Kal ta
Sdonapta otnv neploxh Nnyadia. WnAd otls andkpnUVES TOPES TwV Bpaxwyv
@aivovtal eioodot onnAaiwy anAnoiaotes — (0ws 0Toés N KAToIK(ES.

To ouykpotnua xwplletal oe T€a0EPLS EVOTNTES: TOUS XWPOUS £€6pUENS, Ta

Kthpla enegepyaaias, Ta ktpla dlelBuvons Kat th okAAT POPTWOoNS. LTN PESN TOU
petadfeiou éva nétpvo Ktiopa pe To&wtd avolypata UPWVEL aKGUa NEPR@avVo tnv
Koppoataotd tou. Miow tou évas tepdotios owpds Hadpns «OKOVNS», MPOPAVWS
katdnouwno enegepyaoias. To €6apos yUpw, kanuntetal and YiAh KOKKIVOK{TpLvN
aupo. H Aekavn kAeivel npos th Banacoa pe eva oUpnieypa ABVwWY KataoKeuwy
ene€epyaoias kal petapopds tou petainelpatos. Eva otevé népacpa avapeoa Tous
obnyel o€ pua pikpn napadic pe NoAUXpWHES NETPES. LTo BABOS, N eVIUNWOLOKA
okdia popTwans, pe EuAvous dokous nou dlatnpouvtat akdpa, potalel pe nUpyo
«Yavt{wpévo oto BPdXo».

H Aettoupyia tou petafneiou Eekivnaoe To 1886 kat otaudtnoe to 1909 Adyw tou
avTaywviopoU PE T0 PWOLKO, MOLOTIKG KaBapdtepo payydvio. Metd tov A ™ naykdopio
noénepo augnBnke ndAt n ¢htnon dpws N Pwaia eixe tote otapathoet Ts eCaywyEs
Adyw s enavdaaotaons Kat £tat to 1918 1o petaiieio enavanettolpynoe. To 1928 ot
epyaoies atapdtnoav nAgov oplotikd. To peyadUtepo dldotnpa, Ty ekUeTanAgucn
TOU £ixav oL «ZePMLEPL», andyovol ltanikhs e€eNANVICUEVNS OIKOYEVELDS, MOU ixav
nén poBwoel kat ta petadfeia tou Aaupiou. MdAlota, to 1916 dpuoav otn Auwv
v etalpeia «Bani Milos AE».

Katd tnv npwtn neplodo Aettoupyias n péon ethola napaywyn é@tave tous 5-15.000
T6vous, 70% and tous onoious e¢ayovtav. Ot 0pllOVTLES PETAPOPES TWV UALKWV

yivovtav pe Baydvia eni oldnpotpoxiwdv, eV ol KekAEVES pe Biviata. To
peTdneupa otn cuvexela petagepdtav Pe BApkes atov Ay. Anpntplo, an’ énou
Bandpt napendpBave to otok. Katd th dgdtepn, n e€6putn yvatav Kat undyela eV
véa péoa BeAtiwoav tn dladikacia nx. NEPLOTPOPIKA KOOKLVA yia T xelpodlaioyn Kat
oKdAa pépTwons.

Tnv npwtn nepiodo Aettoupyias epydotnkav 250 dropa, avapesa Tous Kat
yuvaikonada otn xelpodlafoyn, evad Katd T dLdpkeLa tns HeUTePNS T0 MPOCWMIKY
pewwBnke katd 100 dropa nepinou. H epyacia otis atoés dlapkolaoe and avatoin
ws duon, pe déAspa plas wpas yia to yelpa kat n apoln Atav and 3-5 dpx. Ot
epydres gpevav 5-6 padi oe onnAEs N og netpdktiota dwpdtia. Ta o@a, av dev
10 épepvav padi tous, Ta npopnBevovtav and Pikpd pnakdniko, adnd étal éxavav
10 1/4 tou pLoBou tous. Mapépevay ekel 6An t Bdopdda. Av o kalpds ntav kands,
€peuyav 1o L&PRato petd tnv epyaocia pe kaikia ya tov Addpavta. Addws, To no
ouvnBlapévo, €npene va kavouv 6in T dladpopn pe ta nédia yia ta XwpeLd Tous.

OT. Apoodnounos pas bivel pia yRapuph neptypag@h tou avBpwnivou péxBou
(epnuepida MHAOL, 15/1/1929) «...ekelvo nou eAKUEL TNV MPOCGOXAY TOU EMOKEMTOU
elval at okotewval onai p€oa €1s tas onolas katanivovtal oav HUPHNYKES oL dvBpwnot
Kat to tpoxalov uAkdv to onolov aupouv. Méaa €ts Ta abngdya autd otépata nou
elval okappEva ato Bpdxo Kat pBavouy £ws ta onAdxva tou yiyavios, ToApnpol

Kat apepvol ot petanfepydtat xdvovtat dla va enavénBouv apyotepa PETE wpas
VIKNTal €1S Tov alwviov NéAepov nou dleEayouv Katd tns ouvoxns tns UAns...»

Av anopaac{oete va eNOKEPTE(Te e autok{vnto To Blopnxaviké pvnpeio ato

Bavt - n 6ladpoph givat noAu nio eviunwaolaknh étav o nALos apxilel va yépvel - Ba
dlaoxioete Eekivaovias and tov Addpavta, 20 xAp. apa&tou dpdpou Kat 5 xAp.
duoBatou opetvou. Akdun nio evdlagépouaa n BaAdoota Npoagyyian, aas divel tn
duvatdtnta va nepinAgloete Tov enBANTIKG BPAX0 Tou KABOoU Kal Ta anopevapta s
okanas poptwaons nou dev eival NpooBdotpn and t otepld Adyw KatoMloBhoswy.
@Bdavovtas, Ba aviikpUoEeTe €va Tonio NPwWTdyvwpo, YepdTto yadnvn Kat anAsto

Qws Kal Ba €xete tnv aioBnon nws Ea@vikd nepdaoate o€ pla anAn 6ldotacn, o €va
dlapopetikd téno. MepldlaBeite pe npoooxh ta xandopata, TaEOEWTE Ye T VOU otV
Lotopia tous, SlapuAGETe Ta yla to PéARov.

*Ytoweia and épeuva g T¢ew Kupiton & and to BiBdio tou ledpyiou A. FuboU «To petaideio
payyaviou ato Bévt tng Midou», ABriva 2009
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The mine at Vani: an industrial monument

by Jane Kyritsis, Architect, janekyritsi@gmail.com

Millions of years ago, Cape Vani was the bottom of a submarine volcano crater.
Manganese was formed there, a light ashy colored metal, whose alloys are used
in the manufacturing of hard and resistant forms of steel. In 1871, interest in the
ore led to the exploration of the area where fossils of mammals that lived 3.5 to 2
million years ago such as dwarf elephants, were also found.

The mining operations of the manganese ore created a very big basin near the tip
of the cape, with a depth of 40m and a diameter of 1000m, surrounded by vertically
cut cliffs exposing horizontal strata in bold black and red colors. On its outskirts
amultitude of galleries lay gaping wide. The galleries are simple tunnels through
the rock without any signs of support. Many of these had exploratory and not
mining purposes, as did the wells scattered throughout the area. Unreachable cave
entrances, perhaps galleries or homes, can be seen high up on the steep crevices
of the rocks.

The complex is divided into four sections: the mining areas, the processing build-
ings. the management buildings and the loading dock. In the middle of the mine a
stone building with arched openings still stands raising its proud posture. Behind
it lies a huge pile of black “dust”, obviously processing residue. The surrounding
terrain is covered with fine yellow-red sand. The basin is closed to the sea by a
cluster of stone structures built for the processing and transportation of ore.

A narrow passage between them leads to a small beach with colorful stones.

In the background, the impressive loading dock, with its wooden beams still
preserved, resembles a tower “perched on the rock”.

Operation of the mine began in 1886 and stopped in 1909 due to competition with
the Russian of cleaner quality manganese. After the First World War the demand
increased again but Russia had stopped exporting due to the revolution and so,

in 1918, the mine reopened. In 1928, operations finally came to a stop. For the
longest period its exploitation was in the hands of the "Serpieri”, descendants of
a Hellenized Italian family, who had already leased the mines in Lavrio, Attica.
Infact, in 1916 they founded in Lyon the "Bani Milos SA” company.

During the first period of operation, the average annual production reached
5-15.000 tones, 70% of which was exported. The horizontal transport of materials
was accomplished with wagons on rails and on inclines with winches. The ore was
then transported by boat to Agios Dimitrios where a ship would collect the stock.

During the second period, mining also took place underground while new equip-
ment improved the process, e.g. gyratory screens to facilitate the hand-picking
process and a loading dock.

During the first period 250 people worked there, among them women and children
in hand-picking. However, during the second period the staff was reduced by
approximately 100 people. The work in the galleries lasted from sunrise to sunset,
with a one hour lunch break and a wage of 3-5 drachmas. The workers lived 5 or

6 to a cave or in stone rooms. Their food, if they didn't bring any with them, was
supplied by a small grocery store, but in doing so they lost 1/4 of their salary. They
stayed there all week. If the weather was good, they left on Saturday after work
with fishing boats for Adamas. Otherwise, they would usually walk all the way to
their villages.

G. Drosopoulos gives us a vivid description of human labor (MILOS newspaper,
1/15/1929) "...those which attract the visitor's attention are the dark holes wherein
people and the rolling stock which they pull are swallowed like ants. Into the
voracious mouths carved in the rock reaching down to the giant's bowels, bold and
untroubled do the steelworkers vanish only to return after time, victors in their
eternal war against the cohesion of matter...”

If you decide to visit the industrial monument in Vani by car starting from Adamas
- the journey is far more impressive when the sun begins to fall, you will cross
20km of roadway and 5km of rough mountain road. Even more interesting is the
approach by boat that enables you to circumnavigate the imposing rock of the
cape and the remnants of the loading dock which is inaccessible by land due to
landslides. Coming up, you will see an extraordinary landscape, full of peace and
light and you will have a feeling that you suddenly passed into another dimension,
a different place. Wander around the ruins carefully, travel with your mind in their
history, and safeguard them for the future.

*Data from research by Jane Kyritsis ® the book by George D. Xydous “The manganese mine at
Vani of Milos”, Athens 2009
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